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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Milwaukee, WI - The New State project is quickly gaining momentum. The purchase of the property was finalized in 
December 2018, which includes the historic State Theater building and two parcels of land that will be transformed 
into a pocket park and a parking lot. Thanks to support from the City of Milwaukee, a temporary roof was installed and 
the clean-up of the site and building interior is well underway. 

 As the building and land is prepared for major construction to commence in fall 2019, WSAU has started to 
recruit members for its two newly formed committees: the Community, Education & Programming Committee, and the 
Youth Engagement Advisory Committee.  WSAU’s Youth Engagement Advisory Committee, a hands-on group made up 
of dedicated individuals from the community ages 13-23, work with WSAU’s Board of Directors on operations:  helping 
to inform booking, educational opportunities, recruitment and mentorship, and tracking new trends in popular culture, 
thus ensuring youth are actively engaged in WSAU’s programming.

 Additionally, organization has secured a local fiscal agent as it awaits confirmation of its tax-exempt status. 
Avenue’s West Association/AWA led by Keith Stanley has graciously agreed to be WSAU’s fiscal agent through the 
2019 calendar year. AWA has been serving the Near West Side of Milwaukee for over 30 years, and the WSAU team 
is grateful for the organization’s support and trust, and expertise.

  Alongside fundraising, outreach, and preparations for major construction work in the fall, WSAU is focused 
on designs and planning for its pocket park. Complete with a stage and open to the public, the team plans to open the 
park by early summer 2019, hosting its first events outdoors.

 In revitalizing a city block at this location, The New State and WSAU aspire to placemaking: creating public 
space, cultural infrastructure, and a center to empowering our youth through independence, cultural agency, and 
power- and resource-sharing. WSAU and its members are truly grateful for the continued support and donations, and 
look forward to The New State becoming a pillar of the Near West Side - and greater Milwaukee - community. We urge 
those who are interested or curious in the project to reach out, learn more, and get involved! 
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